Highway Trash Report 2004

The Crew:

Taz – Chris Petrell

Trashmaster – Mike Henderberg 

Dace – Dave Ebert

Cloe (only 2 days)

The Images show the very few hot spots:  http://rawfire.torche.com/images/DPW/2004_Highway/  

The scoop…

  This year went incredibly well!  I believe that education, and exodus did its job.   There was still some trash, and some things that need to be worked on, but overall it was an excellent year!

The good – There was only about 5 or 6 actual bags on the highway.  The vast majority of the trash we picked up was the year around trash generated by hunters, truckers, and others that use the highways. 

The bad – 

1) No truck!!!  I’ve requested year after year a 4 door 4x4 pickup truck.  This year I asked about the truck 2 weeks before the event, I was told they were working on it… I asked again during the event, for *any* truck, and still nothing.  I did not get a truck until I had to go get it in Reno mid week post event.  This is far too late.  Then the truck I ended up with was a stake bed pickup truck with a fuel tank in the back.  People keep suggesting things like a bus or a van to hold more people, but time and time again, I have stated I need a 4 door pickup, preferably 4x4.  The reasons are because I need 4 doors so that 3 or 4 people can jump out quick and jump back into the truck.  Vans and buses only have 1 door, and often people bump their heads in vans getting in or out.   A 4 door pickup truck allows people to jump in and out quickly and safely.   Remember were we’re working.  Along busy highways with lots of traffic that generally travels at 70-80 MPH. 

2) Dumpsters at the smoke shop.  For some reason there was 2 dumpsters left at the I-80 smoke shop.  I have heard different stories on why these were there.   My suggestion is that none are left there next year, and 2 are left at the rest stop at I-80 ONLY if we have someone there 24/7 to monitor them.  Dumpsters left anywhere along the route from BRC to SF will become very trashed with people dumping trash.   The 2 dumpsters ended up being 6.5 dumpsters worth of trash. 

3) I-80 Rest stop dumpsters.  These also generate trash like above.  The bad about this was that on one trip we had a full load, and drove 30 miles to the dumpster to unload, and it was gone.  Someone called it in to be picked up w/o telling me.  And the dumpster was not even half full, so we lost time and $. 

General Notes:

· Different times of day show different trash due to sun reflections, so we hit most roads more then once. 

· Long days – we work until dark and we can not see anymore.  Reason is because there is so much travel time involved. 

· Meals? Earlier breakfast? Bag lunches?  Often its hard to time meals on the highway.  Usually I just pick up some, and end up going to Reno for food, then we come back, this wastes gas and time.  It would be awesome if I had the ability to tell the food people “I have a crew of 5, I need 5 bag lunches, a 5 gallon jug of Gatorade, and some snack foods ready by 7 am.   Then we could just work, and not have to drive 2-3 hours for a round trip to get food.  I tried this, this year, and it was not reliable.  So next year, I’d like to budget for a case of MRE’s (military meals)  The reason for this is each day there is no set schedule, and often we may be close enough to a town to get real food.  However if we are not, it would be nice to have a meal option. 

· I really would like for Burning man to just purchase a 4x4 crew cab pickup over the winter.  The truck would have lots of uses, and if I’m here over the winter.  I can build some trash collecting ideas I have for the rear of the truck to make the work more efficient, and less demanding on my workers bodies. I’d say my crew averaged about 300 times in and out of a 3’ pickup bed this year per day.  That’s pretty hard on a person’s body, and my crew are pretty tired by the end of a day.  Now multiply that by 10 days or so.   

Notes for workers:

 Must have shoes/boots socks, pants, gloves, orange vests

 DO NOT wear sandles, shorts, etc.

 Picker-upper-handle thingies

 Look out for Bee’s, Mosquitoes, rattle snakes

 Be prepared to pick up the grossest looking, and smelling things you can imagine.

Highway cleanup needs: 4 door 4x4 Truck, Orange flashy lights, Highway signs on both ends of 447, Magnetic signs for the truck

Last year I had lists of things that we pick up. To see last years list, go to 

http://rawfire.torche.com/images/DPW/2003_Highway/HighwayTrashReport2003.doc and images go to  

http://rawfire.torche.com/images/DPW/2003_Highway/

Thanks guys-n-gals!!!

- Chris Petrell aka “Taz”

